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A.M.D.G. 
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam 
To the Greater Glory of God 
 
“All cognitive beings know God implicitly in any object of knowledge.” 
St. Thomas Aquinas, On Truth, q. 22, a. 2, ad 1 
 
Mind, Body, Person: PHIL 200 04 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 11:00 P.M.-11:50 P.M. 
Alter Hall 106 
Teacher: Fr. Cyril W. Whitaker, S.J. 
Office: Hinkle 116 
Office Phone: 745-2059 
Office Hours: By Appointment 
E-mail: whitakerc@xavier.edu 
 
The Course in a Nutshell and Core Learning Objectives  
 In this course, you will further pursue fundamental human questions about topics such as 
knowledge, morals, and politicis by investigating how great philosophers have addressed these 
questions.  You will have the chance to read, discuss, and critique classic works of philosophy.  
In this way, you will be invited into a long tradition of reflection on the meaning of our shared 
humanity, of the world, and of our relation to it. 
 This course is part of the Xavier Core Curriculum, which aims to develop people of 
learning and reflection, integrity, and achievement, in solidarity for and with others.  The course 
addresses the following core learning objectives at an intermediate level: 
 1a: Students recognize and cogently discuss significant questions in the humanities, arts, 
and the natural and social sciences; 
 3a: Students identify and crtically assess multiple dimensions of an ethical issue in an 
attempt to reach a conclusion; 
 3b: Students examine the nature of beauty, truth, and virtue as means of gaining a sense 
of the divine; 
 5b: Students examine the interconnections between humans and the natural environment. 
 
 In addition to Xavier core learning objectives, this course includes these other key 
learning objectives: 
       Students will examine the nature of the human person as a creature, a whole, a 
one, created and composed of body and soul; 
      Students will examine the notion of a unitary, stable self who is responsible for 
moral choices; 
                 Students will examine the notion that human beings cannot get ethics right 
unless they know the truth about the human person. 
 
 Required Texts 
(1) Readings from Plato's Republic, The Myth of Er, in particular (provided by teacher) 
(2) Readings from Aristotle's works: (provided by teacher)  
  
(3) Discourse on Method by Rene Descartes (to be purchased by student) 
(4) Person and Community, Part Two: 8 Essays, by Karol Wojtyla (to be purchased by student) 
(5) The Jeweler's Shop and Radiation of Fatherhood by Karol Wojtyla (if there is time) 
 
Attendance, Class Preparation, Quality of Work, Electronic Devices/Machines 
 You are required to be in every class.  I expect you to excuse yourself from class by 
e-mailing me.  Your final score will be reduced by five points for every unexcused absence.  
 Correct grammar, punctuation, capitalization, paragraph structure, and all other skills we 
educated people are expected to possess and to use will be employed by the teacher and the 
students.  You cannot expect an A if your work is not well done. 
 You may not use your computer in class. 
 You may not use your phone in class.   
 
Grading and Course Requirements 
 There will be two papers.  The precise topic for each will be given to you.  Each paper 
will begin with a philosopher's position on a subject, a thesis of your own, a statement of what 
you will do to defend the thesis, an argument that defends the thesis, an explanation of why the 
thesis is important at all and to you in particular (20%, 10% each). 
 There will be two tests (20%, 10% each). 
 There will be five quizzes (20%, 4% each).  
 There will be five probes (5%, 1% each).  These will be a surprise. 
 There will be student participation (5%). 
 There will be a final examination (30%). 
 
Assignments 
8/24  Introduction, Quotation Above as Focus, Syllabus, Initial Notes  
8/26-9/25  Plato's rationalism, Aristotle's proto-empiricism, and the mind, body, person 
9/23  Quiz I 
9/25  First Paper Due 
 
9/23-10/23  Discourse on Method 
10/2  Quiz II 
10/16  Quiz III   
10/19  Second Paper Due 
10/23  Test I 
 
10/26-12/9 Person and Community 
11/11  Quiz IV 
12/2  Quiz V 
12/9  Test II  
 
12/11 Summation 
         Preparation for Final Exam 
 
Final Examination from 10:00 P.M. to 11:50 P.M., Friday, December 18, 2015 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
